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National Resource Center for
The First-Year Experience and
Students In Transition

Kate Lehman, Executive Director
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History, Mission &
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FIRST-YEAR EXPERIENCE® AND
STUDENTS IN TRANSITION
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

University 101 Programs

Ml UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Above: Dr. Thomas Jones,
USC President, 1962-74

Right: John Gardner,
Inaugural faculty director of
U101; Co-founder and Senior
Fellow, NRC

1970

May 1970: President Jones faces a campus
fractured by protests; looking to bond students
& transform ways that students were taught

1972: U101 introduced as an educational

experiment in response to 1970 riots to build
trust, understanding, & open lines of
communication between students & admin.

1975: 175 educators convene at USC for a
meeting on the first-year seminar concept; first
FYE conference held 1 year later

1986: National Resource Center established at

2026

USC to build on the FYE momentum

1998: National Resource Center for The First-
Year Experience and Students in Transition
moniker adapted as the NRC broadened its
focus

2025: NRC selected as successor to NISTS

2026: 40" anniversary of the NRC

28 UNIVERSITY OF

2N

kaM South Carolina




Our Mission

Serve education professionals by supporting and advancing

] 3 : hd e ”mm INAL I‘\IA\(-NAH\ E CENTER U\\Uﬁ%ﬁ OF JATIONAL M‘&A CE CENTER
efforts to improve student learning and transitions into and o South Cataina sou.
e : 'IA\\AH“[\‘( T ¢ - v vl‘:ﬁﬁﬁ\ oF 4 - TONAL IUA\%tIL( E CENTER I‘M::"}ﬁiv(j\(‘:’l OF 2
through higher education. S gl ot il o i

UNIVERSITY,

Core Commitments

Developmental Connection
Power of Between

Student Research &
Transitions Practice

Collaboration

Life]()ng Inclusion

and

Learning Equity




NISTS

National Institute for the Study of

TRANSFER STUDENTS
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Emily Kittrell
Transfer Expert-in-Residence

The NRC is the new home for transfer
champions, having acquired NISTS at
the end of 2025

Transition brings together two
respected organizations known for
advancing student success research &
professional practice across higher
education

Addition of NISTS builds on the
Center's 40-year history of support
for educators & institutions,
expanding our capacity to address the
needs of transfer students &
educators

Welcome webinar, 2 listening
sessions, & think tank session held
during spring 2026 term
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Defining
FYE & SIT
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~ First-Year Experience

Online Learning

\

“The first-year experience is not a ' B

s . V7
Residential Life +
Nk '
. - Orientation

single program or initiative, but Common Book
rather an intentional combination

of academic and co-curricular

efforts within and across Service SENE
Learning

postsecondary institutions.”

(Koch & Gardner, 2006) ' Learning
+  Community




Students 1n Transition

Transitions are understood as key inflection points in students’
educational journeys, including academic, social, and personal
adjustments such as:

 Entry into higher education (e.g., first-year experience)
» Shifts in academic direction (e.g., major changes)

» Institutional movement (e.g., transfer pathways)

« Advancement to graduate or professional education
 Preparation for and transition into the workforce

« Re-entry or re-engagement with higher education
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Conferences &
Continuing
Education

Research &
Grants
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Conferences
&
Continuing
Education

Kate Lehman
Executive Director

Krystal Reynolds
Assistant Director

Michael Hood
Program Coordinator

Dandria Figueroa
Coordinator

Kevin Wenger
Research Analyst

Research
&
Grants

Jarrett Warshaw
Assistant Director

Jamil Johnson
Scholar-in-Residence

Emily Kittrell
Transfer
Expert-in-Residence

Resources
&
External
Relations

A

Sean Cleary
Assistant Director

Cade Crenshaw Rosa Thorn-Jones
Coordinator

Administrative
Specialist




Conferences & Continuing Education

33rd National Conference on i g { \ l \ I\ i»‘.
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2026 June 1-26 | Academic Recovery Program Development (*course full)

Held Virtually
SEPTEMBER 30 - OCTOBER 2, 2026 July 6-31 | Understanding & Supporting Transfer Student Success (*course full)
Call for proposals now open! October 5-30 | Understanding & Advancing First-Generation Student Success in

Registration opens on Monday, May 18 Higher Education

' 1 2026-27 Awards Campaign is live:
N . Nominate an exceptional colleague,
ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON THE - = .
FIRST-YEAR EXPERIENCE ) O AS, student, &/or program today!

' 3 new transfer-focused awards

FLORIDA
February 13 -16, 2027 ..
Visit sc.edu/fye/awards

) . - A2 B 9 &N s for more info.
Join us in Orlando! S VER N e S
Call for proposals & registration AR
launch this summer i




Research & Grants

New Open-Access Research Reports

Paul P, Fidler

RESEARCH GRANT

| r ‘ Scan to
2023 NATIONAL SURVEY G 4/ download

ON THE FIRST-YEAR N
EXPERIENCE 5 TUDENTS reports

$10,000 Research Grant

CONTEMPORARY STRATEGIES I\ 5 0
TO SUPPORT STUDENT SUCCESS ) Wip THEIR EXPER/ENCESAT Application open through July

:/aj::":/lin:::::?DUCTION AND BACKGROUND : — . \ 1 3
S Info. session held in June

EDITED BY JAMIL D. JOHNSON
FOREWORD BY TASHA A. CARSON Visit SC ed u/fye/fid Ier

for more info.
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4 Volumes Coming in August:
Virtual panel with authors
(partnership with ASN)

Coming soon:
Frequency Tables & Research Briefs




New Publications
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OF THE FIRST-YEAR EXPERIENCE & STUDENTS IN TRANSITION

FACULTY AND STAFF GUIDE TO

CONDUCTING DATA
QUALITY EVALUATIONS

Dena R. Kniess
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I Publications Catalog

Resources
and
External
Relations

Open Access Publications

Partnerships
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ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF HIGHER EDUCATION
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Editor:

Dr. Joseph (Joey) Kitchen
Associate Research Professor
Pullias Center for Higher Education
University of Southern California

Submissions:

Accepted year-round

Journal

OF THE FIRST-YEAR EXPERIEMCE & STUDEMNTS IN TRANSITION

sc.edu/fye/journal

Volume 37, Issue 2 now
available for all subscribers

Publish with the Center

Editor:

Insights

FOR COLLEGE TRANSITIONS

sc.edu/fyve/insights

SCANTO
SUBSCRIBE

Spring 2026 issue now
available for free via Substack

Dr. Annie Kelly
Associate Professor
Course Director of First-Year Seminars

University of Cincinnati

Submissions:

Accepted through June 1 for fall issue




Stay Connected JOIN OUR NEW
ONLINE (OMMUNITIES

@nrcfyesit

@nrcfyesit

National Resource Center
for The First-Year
Experience and Students
in Transition
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Questions?
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